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Reviewed by Karen E. Baisch

E\'m'\ so often, you hear of someone who has chewed
up a set of planer blades or scratched the drum ol
a jointer with some nasty metal shard buried in a board
that was fed through it. It's a disappeinting thing to have
happen. Even so., few people seem to have a metal detec-
tor, or stud finder, Kicking around the shop. In the past,
I have not owned one because [ found them to be either
prohibitively expensive or not accurate enough to be of
much use to me. The Litde Wizard metal detector strikes
a good balance for the woodworker. Originally created
for treasure seekers and the security industry, it is capa-
ble of detecting a wide range of metals, even non-fer-
rous (non-iron-based) ones, and it only costs about 520,

The Little Wizard is not sophisticated enough to iden-
tify what type of meral it discovers, nor is it powerful
enough to, say, locate a bullet lodged deep within a tree
trunk. Furthermore, it has a plastic housing that does
not feel rugged enough to convince me that it will last
more than a few vears. However, it is much less expen-
sive than a lot of stud finders and is adequate for most
woodworkers. It must only find that one rogue screw or
that single piece of barbed wire to earn its keep.

I tried it outin the yard and in the shop. It sure made
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me realize how much metal there is in the world. To use
it vou flick it on. Red LED indicators on the back of the
handle light up and it hums a continuous, high-pitched
tone. Inside, there is an electromagnetic coil that is stim-
ulated by the battery. Operating at a frequency of 90 kHz,
the unit head emits an electromagnetic field (becomes
an active magnet) that looks for metals. To engage detec-
tion mode, the dial must be finessed just to the point
where the tone stops and the lights go off. I found this
adjustment to be kind of persnickety at first, but then |
got used Lo it

I scanned the wood stack. Wouldn’t yvou know it?
Proceeding down the side of the oak pile, I got a warn-
ing. Following the instructions written on the back of the
package, I pointed the head toward the area where |
thought the foreign object was hiding and rotated the
wand in a circular motion, like wielding a one-handed
divining rod. Sure enough, the lights and the tone
signal helped me 1o pinpoint the object’s exact location. |
found a brad lodged in the surface of a board. Though
I may have been able to spot that one myself, I was
impressed with the tool’s ability to find this virtual
needle in a haystack.

Next, I took it into the shop to find out how good it
actually is at discovering metal that is embedded in wood.,
I found a cut-off from an oak slab, almost 3” thick. On
one end of the slab, about 2" from its top face and an
inch or so from its bottom one, I drilled a deep hole. |
slid a galvanized nail inside of it. It was handily detected
from the 2" depth. I removed the galvanized nail and
replaced it with a copper one. Then, I proceeded (o test
other metals, trying bits of bronze and zinc. The Litle
Wizard promises to detect steel, stainless steel, zinc,
aluminum, magnesium, and others. The non-ferrous
metals that I had on hand proved impossible or very
difficult to detect beneath two inches of white oak.
However, from a 1 " depth, the detector passed with fly-
ing colors; since most damaging metals are found just
beneath the skin of a rongh board. that trial depicts a far
more realistic workshop scenario.

Though it does have its limitations, this tool could be
areal friend to the boatbuilder, who may be more inclined
than other woodworkers to use his own or locally har-
vested lumber. Also, the ability to locate the non-ferrous
metals commonly found in wooden boats is useful to their
repair and restoration. When you combine that with a
$20 price tag, not owning one begins to seem like a false
economy. I know certain tool addicts who need little
excuse to feed their compulsion. For them, the Little
Wizard metal detector will be like a kid finding a deli-
cious new piece of candy in the checkout aisle. It has all
the razz-ma-tazz they're looking for. I don’t see it that
way. To me, the Little Wizard is inexpensive insurance
against serious shop damage. It's more than justanother
technological sugar high. It's good for you, too.

Karen Baisch is a Maine-based woodwarker.

Karen Sfound the Little Wizard metal detector for $519.99 at
Wooderaft Supply Co., P.O. Box 1686, Parkersburg, WV 26102;
800-225-1153; <wunw.woodcraft.com> It's also available from
Eagle America (a tool catalog), S00-872-2511, and from Ace
Hardware stores. .



